
CASA Report To The Court

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Child(ren’s) Name(s)


DOB:
xx/xx/xx

Case No. 

CASA:

Your Name

DATE: 

Submitted  xx/xx/xx

for Court on xx/xx/xx
SUMMARY:  

[The summary should be 1-3 paragraphs in which you give a brief background, summarize your findings & draw your conclusions. The summary should lead naturally to the recommendations that follow. ]


[Background is a brief legal and placement history and statement of the purpose of this hearing. E.G., DCS took the child into custody on {date}, because of physical injuries inflicted by the mother. The child has been in 14 foster homes over the past 10 months. This hearing is a review and update of the permanency plan.]

[Findings tell the judge what you have observed, been told in interviews, or found in other documentation. This is only a summary; don’t tell everything; that is for the interview section on subsequent pages. E.G., The parties in this case disagree strongly about what is best for this child. Mom’s family blames Dad; Dad’s family blames Mom, and the stories within the factions are not consistent. Teachers agree that the child’s performance has improved since coming into foster care.]

[Conclusions are the link that connects your findings with your recommendations. E.G., CASA believes that the child is making significant progress while in foster care and that the family has not yet resolved the issues that brought him into care.]
RECOMMENDATIONS:

CASA recommends that: 

[List the specific recommendations that you want to make to the court, such as temporary or permanent placement of the child(ren), needed services for the child(ren), steps that need to be taken by the parents to be able to have custody of the child(ren), etc...These should be objective, observable, achievable, etc.]
1.

2.

3.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Background and Placement Details (optional):

[Not a common section, as you will have given a background summary on page 1. But if you are involved with a case that has been around for years with many twists and turns, and you think the judge would benefit from seeing a timeline, this is the place to include it..]
Persons Interviewed:



Relationship to Child:
Name






Child(ren)
Name






Mother

Name






Father

Names






Paternal Grandparents

Name(s)





Teacher(s) 

etc….

Interviews:   

[A summary of what was learned from each person interviewed. Listing order should begin with child(ren) and follow order of “Persons Interviewed.” Generally, only include new information since the last court report. If there were a number of interviews over a period of time, you can summarize. (Your notes will have the details: specific date and place and information learned.)]
Child(ren)’s Name (Child)
CASA interviewed the child five times between September 12 and December 5, once at her school and the other times at her foster home. Initially, she was reluctant to talk or even make eye contact, but has lately been forthcoming and articulate about her feelings and wishes. She told CASA that she is scared to go home, that she loves her parents, but that when her mother is drinking she does not feel safe. …
Mother’s Name (Mother)
Except for a brief conversation in the courthouse after the last hearing, CASA has been unsuccessful in connecting with mother. CASA left phone messages on four occasions, dropped by the house four times, and left two messages with her employer, but has never found her at home or received any callbacks.
. . .
List of attachments and Summary of their contents (optional)
[If you have school reports, background checks, or other documents that will be attached, list and summarize them here.]
Respectfully submitted:




Reviewed by:

[Name of CASA volunteer]




[Name of CASA staff member]
CASA Volunteer





CASA Staff
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